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Dear Mr Looch,  

Thank you for your recent email on behalf of Waltham Forest Council of Mosques.  
 
I share the concerns regarding the escalations of violence we have witnessed recently. The 
UK Government is urgently calling for a de-escalation of the situation. As the Prime Minister 
and Foreign Secretary have made clear, this cycle of violence must stop, and every effort 
must be made to avoid loss of life. My thoughts are with all those affected, especially the 
families of those civilians killed.  
 
You raised the issue of the evictions. As I understand it, the UK Government has made its 
concerns clear about the recent evictions of Palestinians from their homes and has called for 
them to halt. The UK Government has also spoken to the Israeli Government and the 
Municipality of Jerusalem pointing out the problems the evictions have caused to ordinary 
Palestinians in East Jerusalem.  
 
Furthermore, the UK Ambassador in Tel Aviv has raised the issue with the Israeli Authorities, 
and the UK Minister of State has done the same with the Israeli Ambassador in London. The 
British Consul General to Jerusalem visited families at risk of eviction in Sheikh Jarrah on 3 
May to reiterate the UK's opposition to the practice. 
 
The central issue must be to stop the violence from both sides and find a peaceful solution. 
Peaceful civilians should not have to continue to suffer. I am concerned about the loss of life 
and so wrote first thing on 17 May to the Foreign Secretary asking him to provide an urgent 
update on the UK Government’s response to the escalating situation. I will write back to you 
as soon as I receive a reply.  
 
Yours sincerely,  

 
 
 

 
The Rt Hon Sir Iain Duncan Smith MP 
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