
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Press Release 

 

10/05/2021 

Al-Aqsa Mosque attacks & illegal evictions of Palestinian civilians from the Sheikh Jarrah neighbourhood 

 
The Waltham Forest Council of Mosques utterly condemns the attacks on the Palestinians and Masjid Al-Aqsa, 
one of Islam’s holiest sites. It is even more reprehensible that this attack took place on our holy site during our holiest 
month of Ramadhan and during a time when Al-Aqsa Mosque was full of worshippers.  
 
As the largest umbrella body for Muslims in Waltham Forest, making up a quarter of the borough’s population, we 
can categorically state one of the greatest matters of concern and cause of sadness is the ongoing suffering of the 
Palestinians and the violation of the great sanctity of Masjid Al-Aqsa. 
 
These attacks, now witnessed by millions across the globe, clearly show the Israeli police, as well as Jewish settlers, 
attacking defenceless worshippers, including women and children. This goes against all accepted norms and values 
across all societies as well as the very essence of humanity. The two billion Muslims globally have and always will 
hold our Masjid Al-Aqsa as a place of sanctity and will never accept the outright violation of the rights of the 
Palestinians. 
 
We also condemn the forced evictions of families who have lived in their homes for generations, in the Sheikh Jarrah 
neighbourhood. Jewish settlements are illegal under international law and so the Jerusalem District Court ruling is 
trying to provide a cover for illegal action against UN Security Council Resolution 2334.  
 
In 2020 we saw the highest rate of settlement expansion in East Jerusalem on record as well as 170 Palestinian 
structures demolished, which resulted in the displacement of 385 people. Sheikh Jarrah is yet another neighbourhood 
where these illegal possessions are continuing. 
 
We call upon the MPs of Waltham Forest; Iain Duncan Smith, John Cryer and Stella Creasy to actively push for: 

 
1) An immediate repeal of the Jerusalem District Court’s decisions so families of Sheikh Jarrah can remain in 

their homes. 
 

2) Sanctions to be imposed on Israel for illegally annexing Palestinian land and operating an apartheid 
system, as per the recent Human Rights Watch report, as we would expect to be imposed on any other 
country violating International law. 

 
WFCOM also calls upon mainstream media outlets to report accurately and without censure. Describing these 
terrorizing attacks as 'clashes' presents a false impression and provides cover to the aggressor instead of holding them 
to account. Censuring social media accounts, which report from the ground, based on 'violating the rules' is 
contemptible and silences the victims. 
 
WFCOM and the body of Muslims we represent will not remain silent on this issue. Actions, not just words, are 
needed to stop Israel’s recurring and relentless unprovoked aggression against Palestinians and we must all stand in 
solidarity with the oppressed not the oppressors. 

 
Kind Regards, 

Waltham Forest Council Of Mosques 

 
WFCOM Members & Affiliates:  

 
Cann Hall Deen & Education Trust, Chingford Islamic & Cultural Centre, Darul Uloom Qadria Jilania, Faizan 
E Islam, Jamia Masjid Muslim Community Trust, Leytonstone Islamic Association, Masjid Al-Tawhid, Masjid 
Abu Bakr, Masjid-e-Umer, Noor Ul Islam, Waltham Forest Islamic Association, Higham Hill Muslim 
Community Trust, Hussain Foundation, Waltham Forest Muslim Parents Association. 
 
 
 
 


